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The advance of the far right in 2024 European Parliament elections and Trump's new electoral 
victory in the United States are not isolated events, but part of a long-term cycle of far-right 
rise with a global scope. This cycle is rooted in a structural crisis of globalization and its 
governance, but in terms of agency, the emergence of new illiberal and far-right forces is its 
more immediate cause. In many places, such as the United States, they call themselves 
conservatives or "new conservatives," but in their aesthetics, rhetoric, and practices - often 
tinged with populism - they present themselves as new rebels or insurgents who, in the name 
of the people, the community, the homeland, of "true" democracy, and of the restoration of a 
supposed "natural order," confront the system and "the caste," questioning globalization and 
the liberal international order. 
 
The rise of the new far right is centered on six thematic areas of political confrontation: 1) 
democratic values, norms, and institutions, especially the rule of law and the balance of power; 
2) the lex mercatoria, referring to free trade and foreign investment, in favor of either neo-
protectionist or libertarian positions; 3) global public goods, such as the environment and 
health; 4) gender equality and the recognition and rights of sexual diversity; 5) migration; and 
6) sovereignty, geopolitical alignments, and the recognition of the liberal international order 
itself, the very notion of the West, and the recognition and inclusion of the global South. It is 
not difficult for international analysts to identify in each of these areas a set or cluster of norms 
and institutions-or, to use a term from the work reviewed here, a "complex regime" -with 
varying degrees of specificity, formalization, and enforceability. 
 
This volume, Violence against Women in a Fragmenting International Order, edited by Esther 
Barbé and Magdalena M. Martín, focuses on one such regime: the one that seeks to eradicate 
violence against women, which is still widespread and has been exacerbated by events such as 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
The first chapter, written by the two editors, explains the emergence of the "complex regime" 
of international and regional norms that defines and seeks to eradicate gender-based violence, 
as part of "post-national liberalism," and the three processes that explain its erosion and 
challenge, from an social-constructivist perspective: a) normative fragmentation, whereby the 
regime loses legal coherence, although it may gain in legal pluralism; b) politicization of the 
issue, whereby illiberal actors place again into the political dispute, seeking polarization norms 
already agreed and established; and c) normative contestation, whereby the validity of a norm 
is challenged and/or its implementation is obstructed. Within this framework, the book is 
divided into three sections: the first deals with the regulatory framework of this regime in 
international law, with special attention to human rights norms, international humanitarian 
law, and international criminal law. The second deals with institutions and policies at the 
universal, regional and national levels. The third relates to the specific agendas of the 
international development goals, human rights, and the women, peace, and security 
framework. 
 
  



Based in this analytical framework, the case studies in this volume show that the politicization 
and contestation of the "complex regime" of norms for the eradication of gender-based 
violence is part of the double fracture or tension between cosmopolitanism and 
communitarianism, and between liberalism and illiberalism. Some chapters analyze this 
process of contestation and politicization focusing on the anti-gender movement in the United 
Nations (Diego Badell); on the difficult relationship between sexual and reproductive rights, 
and the "complex regime" of norms for the eradication of gender-based violence in conflicts 
(Esther Barbé); on EU external action (Magdalena Martín); on the multilateral stance of 
Argentina (Andrea Bianculli), and on Türkiye's rejection of the Istanbul Convention (Tutku 
Ayhan). The relationship between contestation and normative fragmentation is examined in 
the chapters about human rights committees (Carolina Jiménez), and international courts 
(Isabel Lirola). The process of categorizing the oppression of women in Afghanistan as “gender 
apartheid” (Dorothy Estrada) is also examined.  
 
In the end, this volume shows how the “war on gender” waged by various illiberal and far-right 
forces is trying to erode the norms and policies for eradicating violence against women, that 
have been painstakingly build up for years both in the global and regional realms. As the initial 
quote from Simone de Beauvoir reminds us, “a political, economic, and religious crisis is enough 
for women's rights to be called into question again.” One of the merits of this book is that it 
convincingly shows that this attack is part of a broader process of transition, or rather crisis, in 
the liberal international order driven by these forces, coordinated in a “reactionary 
international,” inorganic but no less real, in their role as “normative anti-entrepreneurs”.  
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