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Illegal fishing is a phenomenon that must be stopped! 

This drama, in addition to causing depletion of fish stocks, destroys marine habitats, distorts competition 

between honest fishermen and weakens coastal communities especially in developing countries. There is 

therefore an urgent need to promote intensive action aimed at rapidly strengthening controls and monitoring 

international conventions, also in order to improve conditions on board and the safety of ships. 

The book "Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing-Impacts, Costs, and Countermeasures" written 

by Lorenzo Scherpiani and Stefano Rea represents a valuable contribution to support the whole world of 

fishing that operates respecting the rules.  

The volume consists of five chapters which deal comprehensively with this serious problem. After having 

framed the most common ways of breaking the law, the authors start to address the impact that illegal fishing 

has not only on sensitive fish stocks but also at economic and social level. Chapter 4 especially analyses very 

in detail all the measures that all the various stakeholders must use to be able to stop the poachers.  

The paragraph dedicated to the answers that the International Community and the European Union expose 

to eliminate illegal fishing activities should be taken into consideration and read, with the aim of fighting the 

main cause of these activities: immediate gain.  

The discussion of these important themes alone justifies the realization of the work to which the competence 

and personal experience of the Authors has certainly contributed. In addition to carrying out scientific 

research in the field of fisheries, the Authors deal with the technical subjects which characterise their 

essential aims. 

It is hoped that this volume will be widely disseminated to marine and fisheries professionals, experts and 

enthusiasts, and to those who wish to deepen their knowledge about this serious problem. I am sure that the 

chapters will provide explanations and clarifications about the many questions they are required to answer. 
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