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The vision behind this important book was to provide an opportunity for academics who teach criminal 

justice to offer informed commentary on the discipline and the contemporary criminal justice system in 

the United States, commentary from the perspective of both their teaching and academic research.  The 

chapters resulting from this invitation on the part of the volume editors Jonathan Cooper and Kayla 

Jachimowski to opine and recommend are well worth the read and subsequent rumination upon views 

expressed and observations offered.  The 13 separate contributions in this volume are not like articles 

published in the major journals of the discipline; rather, they represent thoughtful and well-considered 

commentaries on both the operation of America’s contemporary criminal justice system writ large and 

the teaching about that complex system which takes place daily in thousands of universities, colleges, and 

community colleges across the country.  Covered here are various topics only seldom seen in the 

established journals, but which most assuredly deserve a proper airing of views in the instructional setting.  

Most importantly, this book provides a valuable resource for instructors seeking to bring into focus the 

consideration of subjects which ought to be addressed in their classes despite the fact that class 

discussions to ensue upon their reading will be difficult to frame and often a challenge to guide.  While 

the promotion of critical thinking is the goal of each of these chapters, the authors sometime do offer 

their own views within an advocacy frame designed to stimulate the informed expression of counter-

arguments and the articulation of alternative approaches.  Featured among the chapters are both new 

topics coming up on the horizon for incorporation into the criminal justice curriculum, and established 

topics which would benefit from a contemporary reframing. 

For example, in the Chapter authored by Sarah Daly and London Smith the argument is advanced that the 

teaching of Criminal Justice and Criminology runs the risk of losing legitimacy if the proper, thorough 

consideration of race is not included.  In this regard they observe that their chapter:  “… is not meant to 

be a scathing condemnation of police officers or courts; rather, it is a review of the research as well as a 

presentation of the most pressing matters that students of criminology and criminal justice will face as 

they continue their academic careers and enter the professional world” (p. 12).  Their discussion of Robin 

DiAngelo’s controversial book White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People to Talk about Racism 

(2017) provides good insight into both why this topic is essential for our teaching about the American 

system of justice, and how such teaching might be effectively implemented.  Along a similar line, Daniel 

Scott raises the troubling question of why there is such limited diversity among criminology and criminal 

justice academics, and the connection between that unfortunate fact and the way in which admission to 

doctoral study in criminology and criminal justice tends to privilege top-tier undergraduate and master-

level institutions – and in the process disadvantage first-generation and less-well-off applicants.  Along 

similar provocative lines, Eric Kocian notes in his chapter that the disparity between African Americans 



and whites with respect to out-of-wedlock births (~75% vs. 30%) needs to integrated into the teaching of 

Gottredson & Hirschi’s The General Theory of Crime in such a way as to provide proper perspective for 

students in the contemporary criminal justice classroom.   

Found in this book, and in but a few other resources available to criminology and criminal justice 

instructors across the country, are chapters on such important but under-represented topics as these:  

college-level educational outreach to prisons (Blair Hillegass); the use of student-engaged community-

based research in teaching (Katie Ely and Ed Bowman); the subjects of cultural competency and implicit 

bias, and the types of officer training designed to address them (Andrea Weathersby); the topic of mass 

media systematic misrepresentation of police use of force (Lindsey Smathers and Samantha Bennett); the 

use of CIT (Crisis Intervention Teams) training developed for police in prison and jail settings (Kayla 

Jachimowski and Carley Smathers); and, the impact of the ongoing liberalization of state marijuana laws 

in the context of continuing federal prohibition (Shavonne Arthurs). 

In sum, this is an exceptional resource for teachers and instructors seeking to provide formal education in 

criminology and criminal justice in the universities, colleges, and community colleges across the United 

States.  The editors have gathered a rich collection of chapters, each providing valuable insight into 

important topics and each providing an instructional tool for the effective teaching of subjects in which 

student interest will be high.  While some of these topics are likely to occasion difficult class discussions 

and pose some challenges in the framing of class sessions, they are topics which most certainly belong on 

our agenda as responsible educators.  I know my colleagues will find a valuable resource in this book, and 

that they and their students will benefit from many of its chapters. 
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