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The Current Nordic Welfare State Model. ed. noralv veggeland. new 
York: nova Science Publishers, 2016. Pp. 215.

this new reader edited by noralv veggeland provides a good overall 
summary, useful for teaching and understanding the collective literature 
on the institutions, policies, and ideas underlying the nordic welfare 
state model.
 the ten chapters included in the volume are well written and generally 
touch upon differing aspects of welfare state models and their policies—
from the role of interest groups, to reforms in health care systems, to the 
resilience surrounding migration, as well as to aspects of localities and 
neoliberalism (european Free trade association) and urban development 
and stability.
 it is not entirely clear why these subject areas were chosen. addressing 
this pertinent question more directly may have served to make the book 
seem more unified. One can certainly say the topics are recent, and that 
they cover different policy areas and levels of governance—all relevant to 
our students and colleagues.
 the logical follow-up question, then, is, what is missing? the addi-
tion of clear linkages between the chapters, with references to common 
themes, would have helped tie the book together. this is, to be sure, a 
difficult challenge for any edited volume with strong yet separate con-
tributions. a second concern: there is little said about climate change 
and sustainability. in recent years, Sweden has proclaimed that it would 
rather be known as a “green state” than an industrial producer. Such a 
shift can and should be included in the contemporary reframing of what 
it means to be “nordic” and how the welfare state connects to the type 
of capitalism that is in place (or evolving).
 in discussing the political economy of the welfare state, the sources 
relied upon by contributors to veggeland’s volume focus less on the 
evolution of nordic welfare provisions, and more on recent policy 
changes. So, for policy updates, this is a nice companion to the works of 
Jonas Pontusson, Bo Rothstein, Peter Katzenstein, Jonathon Moses, and 
christine ingebritsen, which have provided the history, evolution, and 
political economy of how and why these welfare states evolved as they 
did, and how they have coped in different ways with the dual challenges 
of globalization and europeanization.
 Both of these approaches—policy and political economy—are deeply 
challenged by the recent influx of Syrian migrants. and, as a new collec-
tive research project directed by elisabeth Oxfeldt has pointed out, the 
national models of caring for one another within the boundaries of state 
authority were never designed for the massive influx of the other, nor 
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was there envisaged a distinct way to resolve the impact of such a global 
crisis on the welfare state model.
 Globalism brings change, but typically, Scandinavian governments and 
societies have found a way of mediating transformation, whether by rely-
ing on regionalism or going it alone. these are some of the interesting 
issues that may come up as students and colleagues engage The Current 
Nordic Welfare State Model, a promising collection of disparate views 
of the nordic welfare states. the contributors to the volume should be 
commended for offering helpful guidance on what is a less-traveled road 
in european Studies literature.

christine ingebritsen
University of Washington

Danish Folktales, Legends, & Other Stories. ed. and trans. timothy R. 
tangherlini. new directions in Scandinavian Studies. Seattle: university 
of Washington Press, 2013. Pp. ix + 234 and dvd.

the study of folklore has evolved a great deal since its earliest interest in 
preserving oral antiquities, which gained traction in nineteenth-century 
europe. this is due in no small part to the position nordic collectors 
and theorists of folk materials hold in the founding of the field. We have 
come a long way from being satisfied with stand-alone collections of tales 
that make no mention of their tellers or the collection situation. We have 
become much less interested even in the origins of these tales in the last 
50 years, focusing instead on—and benefiting significantly from—learn-
ing about the lives of tradition-bearers and the fieldwork that curates 
their repertoires.
 the further one goes back, as a general rule, the less likely published 
works on folklore will include contextual information, beyond nationalist 
claims about Volksgeist (national spirit). ironically, from a modern stand-
point, the less contextual information provided, the less convincing is the 
animation of a collective spirit. evald tang Kristensen (1843–1929), who 
spent his life collecting danish folk material, understood the dynamics of 
folklore from the beginning. He took copious biographical notes on all 
his informants as well as the details of his fieldwork trips, often including 
excellent photographic portraits of the people from whom he collected. 
So, why do we need timothy tangherlini to come along and publish a 
new book based on Kristensen’s 5 decades of careful fieldwork?
 the answer is at least twofold. First, there have not been adequate 
english translations of Kristensen’s work to date, and the abundance of 
contextual information resides in archives and long out-of-print pub-
lications, not immediately accessible to the modern student. Prior to 

From Scandinavian Studies, Vol. 88, No. 4, 2016. Copyright 2017 by the Board of Trustees 
of the University of Illinois. Complimentary copy--not for distribution without permission.




