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Returning to Spirituality 

Editors: David Muskhelishvili (Georgian Academy of Sciences, Tbilisi, Georgia) 

An International Conference "Returning to Spirituality" was held in Tbilisi in December 14-15, 

2012. The Conference was dedicated to the 35th anniversary of the enthronement and the 80th 

birth anniversary of His Holiness and Beatitude, the Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia, Ilia II. 

Scientists and theologians from different countries of the World (The USA, Great Britain, Italy, 

France, The Czech Republic, Poland, Lithuania, Russia and Georgia) participated in the 

Conference. 

The Conference attracted great interest of the Georgian society. The representatives of 

Georgian government and diplomatic corps attended it. The Conference received widespread 

coverage in the media. The materials of the Conference were issued in 2013 in the Georgian 

Language. They were also translated in English and now the famous Publishing-House in the USA 

"Nova" is going to publish them which is really appreciated. 

These collection of articles are very significant from the scientific point of view. The articles 

mainly refer to human, scientific, religious and cultural problems. 

In the articles the authors speak about the experience of moral and ethical education in 

different countries; they present their long-term observations and propose their considerations 

in this respect. The authors deal with different actual aspects: interrelation of religion and 

science, culture and religion, modernity and eternal values, the role of Christian faith in school 

education system, etc.  

Some of the works reveal historic achievements of the Georgian culture; of no less importance 

are the articles on Christian moral values, as well as values of traditional Georgian family; special 

interest should be paid to the works where the significant role of the Catholicos-Patriarch of All 

Georgia - Ilia II in the complicated process of Georgian people’s returning to spirituality is 

demonstrated, etc. 

I think that this book can provide new material and report several very interesting phenomena; 

its publication is particularly relevant.  
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