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In the 19th century, when in the conditions of Russian colonial regime consolidation of Georgian nation 

took place on the new basis, actualization of the historical past was absolutely special significance. Hence, 

it is important to know how Georgian historical science have been developing in the second half of 19th 

century and understanding of this process without consideration of public and scientific activities of 

Georgian historians is actually impossible. 

Reviewed book causes interest from the title as this is the first monographic study of life and scientific 

heritage of Tedo Zhordania, one of the outstanding Georgian historians of the second half of 19th century 

(1853-1916). The work describes Tedo Zhordania as a scientist, citizen, and untiring researcher of the past 

of the nation, whose share was quite hard in the conditions of Russian rule. 

T. Zhordania’s activities are quite diverse. He was engaged in source studies, social, political, church 

history, problems of early and late medieval periods. In addition, the author should be credited for the 

book can be regarded as certain guide in Georgian historical science. Due to the book vast information 

about many issues of Georgian history and interests of Georgian researchers could be received and 

understood.  

Merits of T. Zhordania, as a scientist in creation of the database for source studies in the history of Georgia, 

studying of many important issues in the history of Georgian apostolic church: this is about dating of 

official conversion of Georgians to Christianity, dating of gaining autocephaly, history of Georgian 

Catholicate etc. are indeed significant. The fact why studying of church history became particularly active 

in 10s of 20th century is of interest. From the work we learn that Georgian church had the chance to regain 

autocephaly eliminated by Russia. Georgian scientific community regarded that for this fight the best way 

was to argue that autocephaly gained in the fifth century was cancelled in 1811-1814 by Russian Empire 

without any grounds for its imperial intentions. 

Zhordania’s role is indeed very significant in studying of the heritage of the greatest Georgian figures of 

18th century and identification of their places in the political and cultural history of Georgia.  These were: 

Ioseb Samebeli, founder of the typography, Catholicos-Patriarch Anton I and poet David Guramishvili. 

Historical portrays are considered against the background of relationships between Russia, Persia and 

Turkey, as well as situation in Georgia. This, in my opinion, would be of interest for any reader fond of 

history.  

T. Zhordania’s activities were very diverse. He fought tirelessly for restoration of the status of Georgia 

language. He, as a supervisor of Tbilisi Theological Seminary, developed such project that on its basis in 

all theological schools the chairs of Georgian language were established. This fact was of great significance 



as in all education institution the language of teaching was Russian and native language and literature 

were regarded as optional disciplines. T. Zhordania cared about the future generations in other way as 

well. He provided consultations and assistance in scientific work to Georgian students scattered in 

different cities of the empire. 

The author of monograph should be esteemed for irrespective of complexity of the issue and diversity of 

the materials, K. Nadiradze, applying methods of modern historiography, fully and with original manner 

of narration, describes life and activities of this interesting figure. For the monograph the author has used 

the press of the second half of 19th century and 20s of the 20th century and on this basis she found out the 

details of T. Zhordania’s public activities and life. This is characteristic for K. Nadiradze, as the scientist and 

researcher, showing thorough and detailed study of the issue.  

And finally, K. Nadiradze, together with the scientific achievements of T. Zhordania, paid great attention 

to the scientist’s civic position and patriotic merits. T. Zhordania, as a historian, outstanding 

representative of the national historiography, did not regard history as a science only. In his opinion, 

popularization of the native country’s past should serve to improvement of the sense of national identity. 

I think, K. Nadiradze has intentionally emphasized Zhordania’s political and national views as she 

completely shares the position of the studied person.  

Science and especially history should at all times and in all countries serve to the patriotic interests of the 

country. 

Ketevan Dadiradze’s book Tedo Zhordania – Researcher of the History of Georgia allows the readers to get 

familiar with Georgia of 19th century and with two interesting Georgian scientists – Tedo Zhordania and 

Ketevan Nadiradze. 
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